�CORRECT USE OF PERSONAL PRONOUNS





�From Part One: 	Quick & Dirty Ways to Speak English More or Less Correctly by Stanley M. Howard





THE ERRORS THAT MAKE THE EDUCATED CRINGE





�	Error in Subject


	WRONG			Me and Bob went fishing.


	CORRECT			Bob and I went fishing.





	Error in Predicate Nominative


	WRONG			It is me.


	CORRECT			It is I





	Error in Direct Object


	WRONG			Mary tormented she and Jill.


	CORRECT			Mary tormented Jill and her.





	Error in Indirect Object


	WRONG			Please give John and I the car.


	CORRECT			Please give John and me the car.





	Error in Object of the Preposition


	WRONG			I don't want to get between you and he.


	CORRECT			I don't want to get between you and him.








HOW TO GET IT RIGHT ñ Method A: Quick and Dirty





Most pronoun errors are associated with the conjuction and.  If you first form the sentence without the and it will help you get it right.  Examples follow.





It would be an unusual adult that would be caught saying, 


Me went to the night club. 					wrong


Yet, we often hear young adults say, 


Me and Jim went to the night club. 		wrong


Is this cute, or what? Answer: what.   There are two errors here that need to be corrected: 


put yourself last and 


use the correct pronoun case, namely, I.  


Try it without the and:


 	I went to the night club. 					correct


Now, put yourself last 


Jim and I went to the night club. 			correct





The same concept may be used for this incorrect sentence


John built the icehouse for Jim and I.		wrong


Really, now, no one would ever say, 


John built the icehouse for I.				wrong


Therefore, the correct pronoun use would give


John built the icehouse for me. 			Correct





Warning: do not expect people in high positions or places to be pronoun-case role models with any consistency. You will hear professors, congressman, senators, presidents, ministers, etcetera routinely make these errors. Remember, ìandî does not change pronoun case. Try forming the sentence without the ìandî and it will help you get it right.








HOW TO GET IT RIGHT ñ Method B: Grammatical Analysis





Personal pronouns have three cases: nominative, objective, and possessive.  The really common errors in using pronouns involve the misuse of the nominative and objective cases.  Listed below is the declension for these cases.  The nominative and objective case personal pronouns must be memorized to know what you are doing.  This is easy: "I, we, he, she, and they" are nominative; "me, us, him, her, and them" are objective.  The personal pronouns "you and it" are the same in both cases.





Person	Gender	Nominative	Objective	Possessive


	Singular	Plural	Singular	Plural	Singular	Plural


First	(none)	I	we	me	us	my	our, ours


Second	(none)	you	you	you	you	your	your, yours


Third	(masculine)	he	they	him	them	his	their, theirs


		(feminine)	she	they	her	them	her, hers	their, theirs


		(neuter)	it	they	it	them	its	their, theirs





The correct personal pronoun depends on the part of speech it is.  Listed below are common parts of speech categorized as either nominative or objective.





	Nominative	Objective


	Subject	Direct Object


	Predicate Nominative	Indirect Object


		Object of the Preposition


Therefore, if you need a personal pronoun for a subject or a predicate nominative simply use the nominative case as shown in the declension above.  However, if you need a personal pronoun for a direct object, indirect object, or an object of a prepositional phrase use the objective case pronoun.  Of course, now your only problem is to know the parts of speech.  Below is a review of the nearly lost art of determining the parts of speech.  Get familiar with them and even you can pass for royalty (with new clothes and a haircut).





FOR YOUR REVIEW


The subject is that of which something is said.


	Flowers bloom.				Pierre is in South Dakota.


	He ran.						They are smart.





A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that completes the meaning of the predicate (verb) and is the same person or thing as the subject.  The easiest way to spot a predicate nominative is by the presence of a form of the verb "to be".  Those include: am, are, is, was, and were.  Forms of "to be" are like equal signs.


	The student was he.	(i.e.  student=he)				It was she.	(i.e. It=she)


	He is I.					(i.e. He=I)						I am he.		(i.e. I=he)





A direct object is the receiver of the predicate's (like the verb) action.  A direct object is the second noun in a sentence of the form noun-verb-noun.


	Jack loves her.					Students pass tests sometimes.


	Teachers helped him.			Engineers should speak proper English.





An indirect object is a noun that follows a transitive verb such as gave, bought, show, read, or tell that describes to whom the direct object was directed.  It is the first noun after the verb in the general sentence form noun-verb-noun-noun.  The first noun is the subject and the last noun is the direct object.  The indirect object can always be rewritten as a prepositional phase.


  	as a indirect object				as a prepositional phrase


	Mother bought me a rose.		Mother bought a rose for me.


	Tom read him a book.				Tom read a book to him.





An object of the preposition is the noun or pronoun used in forming a prepositional phrase.  A preposition shows the relation between its object and some other word in the sentence.  Some common prepositions are given here.





	aboard	about	above	across	after


	against	along	amid	among	around


	at	before	behind	below	beneath


	beside	between	beyond	by	down


	during	except	for	from among	from between


	from under	in	into	of	off


	on	out of	outside	over	round


	round about	since	through	throughout	to


	unto	under	underneath	up	upon


	with	within


 


	The King chose between them.		The engineers with me like pizza.


	Let's go around him.					The elephant sat on us.








SUMMARY


1)	Identify the part of speech.					3)	Use the correct case personal 


2)	Determine if that part of speech requires		pronoun


	the nominative or objective case.				4)	Be ever vigilant for errors.

















- Or see page 4


�
Page 4





If your sentence uses an ìandî connecting at least one pronoun, restate the sentence without the ìand.î 








Examples:





I gave the fish to Jim and (her or she).


I gave the fish to Jim.


I gave the fish to her.





Sue and (I, me) went to Target.


Sue went to Target.


 	I went to Target.
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Or see page 4 to learn how to avoid 99.4% of all your pronoun errors in just 5 seconds!











