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With the world production of steel being approximately 788 million metric tons in 2004, China led the world in steel production making 251,850 thousand tons of steel. The other major producers were Japan, the United States, Germany and Russia. Together they account for approximately one half of the world’s production of steel.1 The United States ranks fourth among the world’s steel producers but remains first as the world’s largest steel consumer. The United States used 122 million metric of steel in 2005. The main areas of consumption included construction, automotive, and machinery industries.
	Table 1: Steel Production by Country

	(only countries that contributed more than 10 million metric tons are shown)

	
	million metric tons
	percentage

	Brazil
	32.900
	4.18
	

	China
	251.850
	31.96
	

	France
	13.000
	1.65
	

	Germany
	30.418
	3.86
	

	India
	30.800
	3.91
	

	Italy
	10.000
	1.27
	

	Japan
	82.974
	10.53
	

	Korea
	28.000
	3.55
	

	Russia
	53.100
	6.74
	

	Saudi Arabia
	31.410
	3.99
	

	Taiwan
	10.198
	1.29
	

	United States
	42.480
	5.39
	

	Other
	170.870
	21.68
	

	Total
	788.000
	100
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	Table 2: Salient Statistics --United States
	
	

	(Data in million metric tons of metal unless otherwise noted)

	
	
	
	

	
	2004
	2005
	% change

	Pig iron production
	42.3
	33.1
	-12.20

	
	
	
	

	Steel production
	99.7
	92.4
	-3.80

	  Basic oxygen furnaces, percent
	47.8
	44.9
	-3.13

	  Electric arc furnaces, percent
	52.2
	55.1
	2.70

	Continuously cast steel, percent
	97.1
	96.7
	-0.21

	
	
	
	

	Imports of steel mill products
	32.5
	30.1
	-3.83

	Exports of steel mill products
	7.2
	8.4
	7.69

	
	
	
	

	Apparent steel consumption
	117
	122
	2.09
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